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Ed Laird Selected 2018 WPP HOF Inductee
2018 WPP Scholarship
Awarded To Levi Hamernik
This year’s Western Plastics Pioneers scholarship
recipient is a senior at Western
Washington University, studying
plastics and composites engineering.
Levi Hamernik is
a senior, a member of the local Society of
Plastic Engineers (SPE), and is working
towards a degree in polymer science . He
intends to continue his studies and seek a
post graduate degree in polymer engineering or another material science related field.

Huntington Beach - The Western
Plastics Pioneers Hall of Fame selection for 2018 is Ed Laird, founder and
owner of Laird Coatings Corporation.
Ed is currently the Secretary of the
Western Plastics Pioneers. Ed expressed shock and surprise when informed of his selection. His hard
work on industry issues and solutions
make him an excellent selection for
this award.

Michigan.

Ed recognized the opportunities that the plastics industry presented while he was a chemist working for the Andrew Brown Company
during the 1960s. When Mr. Andrew
Brown was asked to develop a coating for plastic for the aerospace industry he gave the challenge to Ed
Laird. Ed, working as the chief coatings chemist, welcomed the opporEd Laird’s career in polymers tunity, an opportunity that would
began early, when he was hired for a open the door to his future. Mr.
summer job working in the coatings Brown told Ed, ‘Our company is not
lab for Chrysler in Michigan. He went interested in developing coatings for
plastics, but if you are, we will supon to earn a degree in polymer science from RM Technical Institute in port your efforts.’ (Cont’d Pg. 2, C1)

Mr.Hamernik’s goal is to pursue a career
working on the research and development of next generation materials. His
research interests include sustainability,
advanced composites, and biomedical
applications.

At Western Washington University he has
worked on research projects conducting
resin system development, characterization, and composite processing for aerospace applications. Levi has also been
involved in a sustainability based project
investigating fungal degradation and organic volatile adsorption of commodity
plastics. Most recently he worked in a
mechanical engineering lab at Case Western Reserve University, conducting research on the development of an elastomeric polymer skin for a biologically inspired robotic worm.
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ED Laird HOF Inductee (Cont’d from Pg. 1)
The goal was to achieve adhesion to plastics like ABS,
Lexan ®, Styrene, Polypropylene, Cellulous Acetate Butyrate
and others. And, that was the beginning of a comp-any that
moved three times in forty years as it grew into a multimillion coatings company creating compatible coatings to
protect plastic parts for companies like Boeing, Hewlett Packard, Apple, Mattel (Barbie’s Lips), Plastics Dress-Up
(Trophies), Sony TV bezels, and Oakley lenses.
Early on he recognized the importance of working
with plastics suppliers like General Electric, Kodak, Borg
Warner, etc. recognizing that there was a need for coatings
that would adhere to plastics without causing part failure. It
was that close contact with those suppliers that set the stage
for a growing company, with ever expanding markets, and
untapped potential. He developed coatings for trophies, airplane windows and canopies, computer housings, keyboards,
toys, and vacuum metalized plastics.

I
n 1982 Ed was elected President of the SPE driving several
initiatives including unifying 5 separate divisions creating the
largest SPE section by membership numbers. He worked to
change minds, attitudes, and rules working closely with agencies like the Los Angeles Air Pollution District, later known as
the Air Pollution Control District in Southern California. That
agency set air quality standards for the entire region. He
chaired the Society of Plastics Industry (SPI) Political Action
Committee from 1996 to 2000.

Ed laird is not just a visionary plastics pioneer. He is a
community activist. He is an active Executive with the Boy
Scouts of America, and has been the chairman of several other community organizations including the American Cancer
Society of Orange County, Orange County Cancer and Education Foundation, Bolsa Chica Conservancy, Kiwanis, and The
Lincoln Training Center for the Developmentally Disabled to
name just a few. He has been honored by more than 20 different community organizations for his work to better the
Truly, Laird Coatings helped to drive industry applica- lives of others.
tions and growth through his pioneering development of
Ed’s contributions and industry influence have set a
coatings . These new coatings could enhance the appearance
high standard for a Western Plastics Pioneer Hall of Fame Inand/or performance of plastic substrates.. Plastics now
ductee. He is forward thinking, honest, influential, trusted,
could intrude on the markets previously dominated by glass,
confident, respected and respectful. As a communicator, an
wood and metal where weather ability, chemical resistance,
activist, influential change agent, a risk taker, and a motivaor color stability presented performance issues for plastics .
tor, Ed has a long track record of performance and service,

HOF NOMINATION PROCEDURES
Eligibility- Criteria BOD and HOF Committee
Submission Guidelines
Criteria
The WPP Hall of Fame honors those persons who have made a) an outstanding contribution to the plastics industry over an extended period, b) a major technical contribution to the plastics industry during their career, c) developed an innovation with an identifiable impact on the plastics industry, or d) any combination of the foregoing.
Documentation
The WPP Hall of Fame Committee will consider only the following in making its selections:
1. A summary of the accomplishments of the individual nominee.
2. Completed Hall of Fame Nomination Form
Short Biography of Nominee
Submission
Any person may submit this Nomination Form directly to the WPP Hall of Fame Committee or to a WPP Board
member prior to the end of the nomination period. Nominations must be postmarked not later than April 1 of
each year in order to be considered for induction during the following year.

P AGE 3

HOF Inductees
‘78

HOF Inductees

John Delmonte

‘97

Jim Wolcott

W. Brandt Goldsworthy

‘98

Frank DeVore

Robert B. Gutsch

‘99

Ripley W. Gage

Harry Hahn

Betty Gage

George Huisman

‘00

Fred L. Kennerly

Merrill Roth

J.D. McDonald
David Swedlow
‘79

Elmer Meyer
Martin Usab

‘01

Walt Hubinger

‘02

Tom Lee

‘03

Spencer Knapp
Carolyn Knapp

‘80
‘81

Les Swanson

Dr. Raymond Seymour
Louis E. Tallman

‘82

Norry M. Hastings

‘83

Leroy Hughes

‘84

William Dewar
Charles Zimmerman

‘85

Jim Prior

‘86

Warren Buschman

Ed Laird 2018 HOF Inductee
Sunday October 14, 2018
Hall of Fame Award
College Scholarship Award

Los Coyotes Country Club

‘04

Joe La Fountain

‘05

Rusty Miller

Bruce Ray
‘06

Jack Gorman
Bill West

‘07

Richard Luciano
Al Schmid

‘08

John La Fountain

‘09

Art Buckle

‘10

Vishu Shah

‘11

John Hoven

‘87

Robert Halliday

8888 Los Coyotes Drive

‘88

Charles Leighton

Buena Park, CA 96021

‘89

Erin Walsh

‘90

Christine Konecny

‘91

M.C Gill

12 P.M. Luncheon

‘92

Jim Prior

‘12

George Epstein

$50.00 per person

‘13

Lance Neward

‘14

Ed Fleming

‘15

Ron Hoffman

‘16

Chuck Brewer

Roger France

‘17

Jim Armor

6 Rimani Drive

‘18

Ed Laird

‘93
‘94

Choice of NY Steak, Roasted Chicken, or

Jim Sharbaugh

‘95
‘96

11 A.M. Champagne Reception

Al Carmien



Unknown Year of Induction



DeWitt Cheney



Elmer Davis



Ralph Edwards



William Hess



Elmer Huling

Salmon, Vegetables, Rolls, Sorbet and Beverage

Mail Reservations To:

Mission Viejo, CA 92692
949-632-1650 Cell

rogerfrance1@outlook.com

Alex Mora



Roy Peat



John Rogers



Don Welker



Frank Wilcox



Frank Kenyon
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Western Plastics Pioneers Hall of Fame Nomination Form
(DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS IS – April 1)

Date:____________________________
Nominee__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominee’s Address
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominee’s Phone # _________________________________________________________________________
Nominee’s Cell Phone # _____________________________________________________________________
Nominee’s E-mail Address ____________________________________________________________________
Name of Nominator _________________________________________________________________________
Address of Nominator _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Phone # ________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Cell Phone # ____________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s E-mail Address __________________________________________________________________

Nomination Justification: 200 words or less (Plastics Industry Contribution should
Include years in industry, major accomplishments, leadership qualities, honors, industry related organizations and positions held, government interface, etc.)

Send to: Western Plastics Pioneers, 15541 Commerce Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Attention : Vivian Chavez

P AGE 5

HOF Nominee Criteria for Consideration
Qualities or Values of a Leader
"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more,
do more and become more, you are a leader." President
John Quincy Adams

Leaders Create, Motivate, and Generate.
Vision, Positive Attitude, Initiative, Motivation, Energy,
DRIVE: Leaders exhibit a high effort level. They have a relatively
high desire for achievement, have a lot of energy, show initiative,
and they’re persistent in their activities.

Integrity, Honesty, Participates, Influential,
INTEGRITY: Leaders build trusting relationship
between themselves and followers by being
truthful and by showing consistency between
word and deed

Trust, Communicator , Self Confidence
SELF CONFIDENCE: Leaders build trusting relationship between themselves and followers by
being truthful and by showing consistency between word and deed

Respect,
A quality team leader treats team members fairly He
is consistent with rewards and recognition, as
well as disciplinary action. A leader ensures all
of their employees receive the same treatment.

Accountability, Intelligence
DESIRE TO LEAD :Leaders have a strong desire to
influence and lead others, they demonstrate the
willingness to take responsibility. Leaders
gather, synthesize and interpret data to create
vision, solve problems and make decisions.

Risk Taker, Change Agent
JOB RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE : Effective leaders have a high degree of knowledge about the
company, industry, and technical matters. Indepth knowledge allows leaders to make wellinformed decisions and to understand the implications of those decisions.

Develops New Leaders while building a Team, Inspires
others
Continuous Performance, Track Record,
Establish a long term record of positive results
based on their performance versus objectives.

C HUCK B REWER III J OINS WPP BOD
Chuck Brewer III, often referred to as “CB3”. Is a
third generation Plastics industry “Pioneer” mentored by
a family of mold makers. The Western Plastics Pioneers
welcome his years of experience and knowledge to the
leadership of the Board of Directors.

Chuck grew up in the molding business doing odd
jobs in his grandfather's tool and die shop; CAB Tool in
Bell Gardens. During his early years, he was mentored
and apprenticed in mold making, molding and business
operations by his father who launched C. Brewer Co. in
1966.
CB3 attended California State University at Fullerton while apprenticing as a mold maker at C. Brewer Co.
in the afternoon after classes. Upon earning a Bachelor of
Arts in Business he joined the C. Brewer Co. sales team.
It was 1975 when Chuck shed his shop coat for a sports
coat and began his career selling the full line services of
the C. Brewer Co. During his early career he also managed Customer Care, Marketing, and Project Teams for
the rapidly growing company.
In 1981 Chuck joined the Society of Plastics Engineers as a member of the Board of Directors and eventually served as president of that organization . He chaired
the RETEC Conference in Irvine, was Vice Chairman of the
ANTEC Conference in Los Angeles and was recognized as
SPE’s “Man of the Year” in 2003.
Like so many successful molding operations, the
C. Brewer Company continued to grow and expand their
influence after CB3 and his brother Michael Brewer
bought the business from their father Chuck Brewer jr. in
1997. The brothers altered the business philosophy emphasizing scientific molding processes while focusing on
the medical market and engineering plastics.
Meanwhile, Chuck Brewer jr. came out of retirement and purchased KRK in Irvine. He relaunched the
company as Brevet Industries. After successfully managing the development and growth of that enterprise,
Chuck Brewer jr. decided to retire again. So, CB3 and Michael Brewer acquired that operation as well as CareFusion's molding operations in Ontario, California.
A few years later, a surprise offer in 2012 from
Balda, AG resulted in the sale of the C. Brewer Company
and all of its holdings. By then, the company had grown
significantly, employing 500 people , at three geographic
locations, and operating more than 100 molding machines.
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Western Plastics Pioneers Board of Directors
President - Dolores “Dee” Ketner
909-573-9035
DeeKetner@aol.com
Vice President - Rick Roelen
Newsletter
949-241-9495
rick.roelen@cox.net
Immediate Past President - Greg Leighton
Industry Liaison - 818-837-3773
Greg@CGPlastics.net

Dolores Ketner, WPP President , signs the revised and updated Western Plastics Pioneers
Constitution and By Laws at the June Board of
Directors meeting.

.
What
Happened to the SPI?
The Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) formally
became the Plastics Industry Association (Plastics) in December of 2017. The new organization is all encompassing
of the plastics industry. It is a purpose driven organization
here to support the entire plastics supply chain.
Since 1937. we have been providing education and
advocacy to our members. Our committees and events
such as our signature global trade show NPE® , bring the
boldest and brightest innovators, influencers and new
technology together to create connections and showcase
our industry.
The Plastics Industry Association believes in working to make our members and the industry more globally
competitive. We believe in advancing sustainability and
being a good steward of resources. We believe in promoting plastics manufacturing. From the technological
advancements we enable, to the possibilities we create,
we are dedicated to helping our members shape the future and make a positive impact every day.
To access the “Plastics” news letter go to:
WWW.plasticsindustry.org/about us
PLASTICS, Better Industry, Better World

Treasurer - Past President Roger France
949-920-8108
rogerfrance1@outlook.com
Secretary - Ed Laird

eclaird@yahoo.com
Annual Luncheon Rosetta “Rusty” Miller
562-947-5058
rmiller@timesync.com
Membership George Yule

775-771-9432
gyule48@gmail.com
Board Members
Scholarship - Richard Luciano 562--690-4440
LuciRJ@aol.com

Raffle Chair - Joe La Fountain
Social Events - Doug Halliday
Jeff Lawrence - Bob Fox
Chuck Brewer III - Rodger Foster
Members Emeritus

Robert Halliday
George Epstein
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday October 14, 2018
Hall of Fame Award
College Scholarship Award

11 A.M.
Los Coyotes Country Club
8888 Los Coyotes Drive
Buena Park, CA 96021
Do you know a deserving student or have a relative attending a college or a university in Arizona, California, Oregon, or Washington? Are they actively pursuing a degree relative to plastics?
Contact Richard Luciano for questions regarding SPE scholarship applications and guidance at
LuciRJ@aol.com.

January

February

March

2/6 WPP Board Meeting

3/15 SPE Education Night at the

2/6-8 MD&M Conference Anaheim

NHRA Museum in Pomona 6 PM

2/9 SPE MINI Tec following MDM

3/31 WPP HOF Meets to Review
Nominations

In Anaheim , Sheraton Park Hotel
April

May

June

4/3 WPP Board Meeting

5/7-11 Antec, Orlando, FL

6/5 WPP Board Meeting
6/21 Richard Nixon Museum Wine
Tasting
SPE Golf – June 21

July—Pageant of the Masters

August

September—

8/7 WPP Board Meeting
August 16—SPE Western Plastics
Trade Fair—Phoenix Club, Anaheim
October

November—

10/2 WPP Board Meeting

Ladies Plastics Golf Organization Charity 12/4 WPP Board Meeting
Golf Tournament. Date to be announced.

October 14. 2018 Annual Hall of
Fame Luncheon Los Coyotes CC Buena
Park

December

2017 Western Plastics Pioneers Luncheon

Western Plastics Pioneers c/o
Coatings Resource Corporation
15541 Commerce Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 992649
Attn: Vivian Chavez
714-894-5252 est.213

The objectives of the Plastics Pioneers Association shall be to recognize achievement in the field of plastics/polymer science, engineering, technology and management; to support industry-wide educational programs; and to promote the study and improvement of
plastics, science, engineering. and technology.

